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COMPOSITIONS 

AMENDMENTS 

In response to the Official Action dated 1 1/18/2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

Claim Rejection under 35 USC § 112 

Claims 1-1 1 and 15-17 were rejected as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

1- Use of the term "capable of binding" is considered indefinite. Applicant has 
amended claim 1 to incorporate a limitation of the first binding partner being 
"bound" to a complementary second binding partner to describe the interactions 
of binding partners as discussed (page 5, para 0050). 

2- Use of the term "variable" is considered indefinite. Applicant has further 
amended claim 1 to more definitively state the amount of free binding sites in the 
preferred particles (page 4, para 0044). 

3- Use of the term "directly or indirectly bound" is considered indefinite. Applicant 
has amended claim 6 to limit the interaction to indirect binding as supported in 
the preferred embodiment which incorporates the use of biotin with avidin as 
binding partners. 
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